Sanatin varligini gliclendirme
yolunda bir dernek: SAHA

Hatice Utkan

SAHA Dernegi temelde, Turkiye cagdas sanatinin
uluslararasi alandaki varligini ve bilinirligini artirmayi
amacliyor. Bu dogrultuda, sanatci, kirator ve
elestirmenlerin uluslararasi kabul gérmus sanat
kurumlar tarafindan davet edilen projelerini karsiliksiz
olarak destekliyor. Bu projelerin gergeklestiriimesinde
kolaylastirici rol Ustleniyor, kaynak gelistirme
sireclerine katkida bulunuyor. Béylelikle Turkiye’den
sanatcl, kiratdr ve elestirmenlerin uluslararasi sanat
aglariyla etkilesimini artirmayi hedefliyor.

- SAHA Dernegi, Turkiye’deki kiiltlr sanat galismalarina katkida
bulunurken neleri Gnemsiyor? Ornegdin bir sanatcinin projesini
desteklemeyi neye gore belirliyor?

SAHA Dernedi, Turkiye cagdas sanatinin uluslararasi alandaki varligini

ve bilinifigini artirmaya katkida bulunmak amaciyla, sanatci, kirator ve
elestirmenlerin Uretimlerine karsiliksiz destek veriyor. Bunun icin projenin;

kar amaci gltmeyen, uluslararas alanda kabul gérmUs bir sanat kurumu
tarafindan davet almis veya kabul edilmis olmasi ve bagvurunun dogrudan
kurum tarafindan yapiimasi gerekiyor. SAHA'ya yapilan bagvurular genel
sekreterlik tarafindan degerlendirildikten sonra, yonetim kurulu ve danisma
kurulunun gorUsgleri de alinyor. SAHA su asamada yeni Uretimleri ve yayin
projelerini desteklemeye oncelik veriyor. Bu segim kriterlerinin disinda, SAHA
basvuran projeleri sanatsal anlamda degerlendirmeye tabi tutmuyor. Basvuru
yapan kurumun yaptidi secimi esas aliyor ve destegini Turkiye'den katilacak
sanatcilann projelerinin gergeklestiriimesine veya Turkiye'den katilan kuratdr
ve elestirmenlerin egitimlerinin fonlanmasina aktaryor.

- Son zamanlarda destekledikleri projeler nelerdir? Son zamanlardaki
projeleriyle, AOCUMENTA, Manifesta 9 ve La Triennnale’de ciddi
sekilde varhigini hissettirdi diyebilir miyiz?

Gectigimiz yil 28 Temmuz'da kurulan SAHA Dermnedi, 2011 yiliicinde 12,
Istanbul Bienali Tlrkiye katlimini ve New York'ta gerceklestirlen gérsel
sanat performans bienali Performa 11’e TUrkiye'den davet edilen sanatginin
katilimini destekledi. Bienale*Words Dash Against the Facade” isimli isiyle
katilan Asli Cavusodlu'nun projesinin kiratorligunt Defne Ayas Ustlenmistir.
2012 yiinda Paris'te gerceklestirilen Kulttr Bakanligi destekli La Triennale’e
Turkiye'den davet edilen sanatgilarin eser Uretim butceleri, SAHA Demedi
tarafindan karsiland!. “Intense Proximite” baglikli ve kiratorlugunt Okwui
Enwezor'un Ustlendigi La Triennale 2012'ye Turkiye'den davet edilen Sarkis,
sergi icin “La Frise des trésors de guerre” baglikli bir yerlestirme; Kéken
Ergun ise “Binibining Promised Land” baslidiyla bir video yerlestirmesi Uretti.

SAHA Dermnedi, Haziran ayinda Avrupa’nin &énde gelen sanat etkinliklerinden
dOCUMENTA ve Manifesta sergilerindeki TUrkiye katiimina destek verdi.
Avrupa'nin farkli sehirlerinde gergeklestirilen Avrupa Cagdas Sanat Bienali
Manifesta, bu yil “The Deep of the Modern” (Modemligin Derinligi) temasiyla
2 Haziran-30 EylUl tarihleri arasinda Belgika'nin Genk kentinde duzenlendi.
Manifesta 9'a Turkiye'den Emre Huner, “A Little Larger than the Entire
Universe” (TUm Evrenden Biraz Daha Genis, 2012) baglikii isiyle katidi.

Dunyanin en dnemli cagdas sanat etkinlikleri arasinda gosterilen ve 5
yilda bir gerceklestirilen dAOCUMENTANIN bu yilki edisyonuna TUrkiye'den

Fiisun Onur'un dOCUMENTA (13)’e katiliminin yan sira, bu sergi i¢in hazirlanan
sanatg1 kitab1 da SAHA destegiyle gerceklesti.
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Fiisun Onur’s participation to dOCUMENTA (13) and a book which was published on the
occasion of the exhibition were supported by SAHA Photo: Anders Sune Berg

davet edilen Fusun Onur ve Cevdet Erek'in yeni yaprtlannin prodiksiyon
giderleri de SAHA Dermegi tarafindan karsilandi. SAHA, dOCUMENTA (13)'e
katllan sanatgilarin eser produksiyonlarnin yani sira, sergi kapsaminda
hazirlanan 6 sanatgi yaynindan biri olan Fisun Onur kitabinin butcesini de
karsiladi. TUrkge ve Ingilizce olarak yayimlanan kitapta, Hans Ulrich Obrist

ile JOCUMENTA (13) kuratérl Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev'in Flsun Onur'la
gerceklestirdigi roportajin yani sira, Christov-Bakargiev'in sunus metni,
Hollanda'daki Witte de With Sanat Enstittst Direktord Kiratér Defne Ayas'in
yazisl, Mimar Sinan Universitesi Sanat Tarihi BolimU Ogretim Uyesi Burcu
Pelvanoglu'nun hazirladigi Fisun Onur kronolajisi de yer aliyor.

SAHA ayrica, uluslararasl kurumlarla isbirligi yaparak, Turkiye sanatinin
bilinirligini artrmaya katkida bulunmayi amagliyor. Bu baglamda, Rotterdam,
Hollanda merkezli halka agik sanat enstittust Witte de With ile 3 senelik bir
isbirligi baglatti. Bu kapsamda, kurumun gerceklestirdigi “Prompts & Triggers”
baglikl sergiye Turkiye'den davet edilen 3 sanat¢inin prodtksiyon butgeleri
SAHA tarafindan karsilandi.

- SAHAnIn sergileme, sunum teknikleriyle ilgili kiratéryel bazda
amaglari nelerdir? Bu konuda Tiirkiye'de kultiir-sanat endUstrisine nasil
katkida bulunmayi amagclyor?

SAHA Dernegi, dogrudan sergileme teknikleriyle ilgili bir calisma yapmiyor,
ancak klratoryel egitim programlanna verdigi destekle, yeni klratorlerin
yetismesine katkida bulunuyor.

SAHANIN ik igbirligi, New York'taki Independent Curators International'in

(ICl) gergeklestirdigi programiar igin, 2011 yilinda baglatidi. U¢ sene devam
etmesi planlanan ighirligi kapsaminda, ICl'n egitim programlarina Turkiye'den
davet edilen 3 geng kuratorun katiim giderleri, SAHA tarafindan karsiland!.
SAHANIN, 35 yillik tecribeye sahip bu saygin uluslararas kurumla yUrattagu
ighirligi, ICl egitim programina katilan kiratérlerin, aragtirmalanini strdtrmek
icin basvurabilecedi “SAHA Research Grant” (SAHA Arastirma Odulu)
programinin olusturuimasini da sagladi.



Emre Hiiner’in “A Little Larger than the Entire Universe” (2012) projesi Manifesta 9'da sergilendi.

Emre Hiiner’s “A Little Larger than the Entire Universe” (2012) project was exhibited in Manifesta 9.

SAHA, uluslararasi muzelerle ¢zel staj programlart icin lletisim de kuruyor.
Yakin gelecekte kurmayi strdUrecegimiz isbirlikleri araciigyla, kiratorlerin
uluslararasI muzelerde galismalarini ve gelisimlerini desteklemeyi
amagcliyoruz.

- Gagdas sanat dedigimiz zaman ayni zamanda birgok dali var...
Ornegin performans sanati Turkiye’de yeterince ilgili gérmuyor. Bu
konularda 6zel projeleri var midir?

SAHA Demegi, guntmuze taniklik eden, sorular soran, farkli kultlr ve
toplumlarla etkilesime giren projelerin Uretimini; bu dogrultuda galisan
sanatgl, kirator ve elestirmenleri desteklemeyi amagliyor. SAHA, ilgi alanina
giren performans sanati alaninda New York'ta Kasim ayinda gerceklestirilen
Performa 11 bienaline katlan sanat¢iya destek verdi. Performa 11'le
eszamanli olarak ICl tarafindan dlizenlenen “Curatorial Intensive’e kabul
edilen kUratorin katldidr egitim programi da performans sanati Uzerine
yogunlastinimist.

- SAHAnIn artist residency (misafir sanatci) projeleri var mi? Mesela
sadece artist residency degil, ayni zamanda kiratéryel ya da sanat
yazari residency’lerini de desteklemeyi diistintiyor mu?

Evet, SAHA Demegi farkll misafir sanatgi, kirator ve yazar programlarina
destek olmayi planliyor. Bu konuda isbirligi yapmak Uzere, cesitli uluslarasi
kurumlarla strekli irtibat halinde olan SAHA, bu igbirliklerinin uzun vadeli
girisimler olmasini amaglyor. Kuratéryel alanda, ICl ile igbirlidi, bu konudaki ilk
somut gelismeyi olusturuyor.

Elestirmen ve sanat yazarlarinin desteklenmesi igin uluslararasi yayin
kurumlanyla iletisim halinde olan SAHA, yurtdisinda gergeklestirilen kisa
programlar ve staj olanaklar icin farkli isbirlikleri olusturmayr amagcliyor.

Ote yandan SAHA Dermegi, uluslararasi sergi veya projeler kapsaminda
kabul edilen ve Tlrkiye cagdas sanatyla ilgili arastirma yGritmek isteyen
yabancl kiratérlerin Istanbul'daki kisa sureli konaklamasini da karsiliyor.
Klratorel Arastirma Programi'na kabul edilen sanatgilara ayrica, Turkiye
sanatiyla ilgili danismanlik sunuluyor, isterlerse TUrkiye icindeki seyahatlerinin
organizasyonuna destek veriliyor. Program kapsaminda ilk olarak, Tate
Modern'de Daskalopoulos Kuratort olarak galisan Jessica Morgan davet
edildi.

- Danisma kurulu kimlerden olugsmakta ve nasil bir yol izleniyor
desteklenen sanatgilar segerken?

Danigma Kurulu, 1 yil stireyle gérev yapmak Uzere segciliyor, dernegin

kaynak yaratacagl sanat projeleri ve egitim programlarinin seciminde etkin
rol oynuyor. Kurulun su anki Uyeleri Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev, Fulya
Erdemci ve Jessica Morgan. Ancak az &nce de bahsettigim gibi, SAHA
Danisma Kurulu “sanatgi secimi” yapan bir kurul degil... Dermek, dogrudan
kurumlardan gelen basvurular kabul ediyor. Bu kurumlann blnyesindeki
sergi, egitim programlar veya konferans gibi etkinliklere katimak Uzere
davet veya kabul edilen projeleri destekliyor. Bagvurular yonetim kuruluna
sunulmadan énce genel sekreterlik tarafindan degerlendiriliyor. Gerek
goruldugu durumlarda ise danisma kuruluyla iletisime geciliyor. Kurul,
basvuru yapan kurumu ve gergeklestimekte oldugu sergiyi, sanatsal olarak,
organizasyon acisindan, butgenin hedeflere uyguniugu, etki alani gibi kriterler
pbakmindan degerlendirerek basvuru strecine profesyonel gorUsleriyle
destek oluyor.

- SAHA, Turkiye’de sanatgilara fon verilimesi ya da kuratorlere fon
verilmesi gibi konularla ilgileniyor mu? Bunun icin farkl bir proje
Uretmeyi amaclar mi?

SAHA Dernegi'nin kurulus amaci, TUrkiye cagdas sanatinin uluslararasi
alandaki varligini ve bilinirligini artrmaya katkida bulunmaktrr. Dernek bu
dogrultuda, uluslararasi sanat kurumlaryla isbirligi gelistirimesi; sanatc,
kUrator, bu alanda faaliyet gosteren yazar ve elestirmenlerin projelerine
kaynak yaratiimasi icin galiglyor. Bu misyon gergevesinde yeni projeler
Uretmeye; yeni programlar ve igbirlikleri gelistirmeye devam edecegiz.
Turkiye'den sanatcilarin dinyadaki sergi ve programlarla iligkilerinin gelismesi
icin kolaylastiricl, destekleyici bir rol Ustleniyor. SAHA Dermnedi, verdigi
destekle; uzun vadede yurtdisindaki kurumlarin Turkiye'’den hem daha fazla
sayida sanatclyl davet edebilmelerine, hem de davet ettikleri sanatgilarin
yeni eserlerinin produksiyonu igin daha fazla butce ayrabimelerine katkida
bulunmay! amaclyor.

- Yeni dénemde ne gibi yenilikler planliyor?

SAHA Demegi olarak en son 2. Mardin Bienali'ne TUrkiye katilimini
destekledik. Ayrica Belgrad'da gergeklestirilecek 53. October Salon'a
TUrkiye'den davet edilen sanatcinin yapitinin prodtksiyon giderlerini
karsiliyoruz. Demek ayrica Ekim ayinda New York'ta yapllacak, Creative Time
Summit tarafindan Turkiye'den davet edilen sanatginin bu prestijli konferansa
katilimini destekliyor.

SAHA Dermegi, uzun vadeli igbirlikleri olugturmak adina, ¢esitli uluslararasi
mUze ve egitim kurumlanyla iletisimine devam ediyor. Yakin gelecekte
farkl misafir sanatci ve klratér programiarni, isbirliklerini, yazar destek
programlarini gelistirmeyi hedefliyor.



An NPO in the process of
reinforcing the existence of

art: SAHA

Hatice Utkan

- What are the priorities of SAHA whilst supporting the artistic
endeavors in Turkey?For instance, how is the decision to support an
artist’s project made?

SAHA, in an attempt to augment the international existence and promince of
Turkish contemporary art, supports the works of artists, curators and critics
with no strings attached. For that decision to be made, the project has to be
accepted and invited by a non-profit, internationally recognized art instituion;
and the application has to be made by the said institution directly. Once
the incoming applications are evaluated by the general secreteriat, opinions
of the administrative board and the advisory comittee is sought and taken
into consideration. SAHA currently prioritizes supporting novel artworks and
publication projects. Other than these criteria, no appraisal of the artistic
value of received projects is attempted. The choice made by the applying
institution is followed, and the support usually takes the form of realizing the
projects of artists from Turkey, or financing the education of participating
curators and critics from Turkey.

- What are some of the recent projects supported by SAHA? Could we
say that SAHA has made its mark in dOCUMENTA, Manifesta 9 and La
Triennale by means of recent projects it supported?

Established last year on 28 Jul, SAHA has aided in Turkey’s
participation in the 12th Istanbul Biennial in 2011, and the the
participation of an artist from Turkey in Performa 11, a visual arts
biennial based in New York. Asli Cavusoglu participated in the biennial
with her work“Words Dash Against the Facade”, her project was
curated by Defne Ayas.

La Triennale took place in 2012 with the support of The Ministry of Culture.
The production budgets of artists invited from Turkey were supplied by
SAHA. La Triennale 2012 was titled “Intense Proximité” and curated by
Okwui Enwezor, and from Turkey, Sarkis and Kéken Ergun were invited.
Sarkis created an installation titled “La Frise des trésors de guerre” for the
triennale, and Koken Ergun a video installation called “Binibining Promised
Land”.

In June, SAHA aided the participation of Turkey in two of the most
prominent art activities in Europe, , AOCUMENTA and Manifesta. The latter,
a European contemporary art Biennial taking place in different a different
European city each time, took place this year between June 2- September
30, in Genk, Belgium, with the theme “The Deep of the Modermn”. Emre
Huner from Turkey participated in Manifesta 9 with his work “A Little Larger
than the Entire Universe”.

dOCUMENTA, organized every five years and regarded as one of the
world’'s most influential contemporary organizations, invited Flisun Onur ve
Cevdet Erek from Turkey this year; subsequently, the two artists’ production
costs were met by SAHA. In addition to financing the production costs of
artists partaking in dOCUMENTA (13), SAHA also provided the budget for
the book on Flsun Onur, one of the 6 artist publications within the scope of
the organizition. Published in Turkish and English, the book comprises Hans
Ulrich Obrist and dOCUMENTA (13) curator Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev's
interview with Flsun Onur, Christov-Bakargiev's introductory essay, an
essay by Witte de With Art Institute Director Defne Ayas, and a Fusun

Onur chronology prepared by Burcu Pelvanoglu, professor in Mimar Sinan

SAHA aims primarily to augment the existence
and prominence of Turkish contemporary art

in the international sphere. For this purpose, it
supports the projects of artists, curators and critics
that are invited by internationally-recognized art
institutions, facilitates the realization of those
projects, and assists the fund-raising process. In
this manner, it strives to increase the interaction

of artists, curators and critics in Turkey with the
international art networks.

University Art History department.

SAHA also endeavors to cooperate with international instuitions in order
to augment the prominence of Turkish art. In this direction, a three year
collaboration with a Rotterdam, Holland based public art institution, Witte
de With, was started. In this context, three artists from Turkey invited by
the instuition to the exhibition “Prompts & Triggers” had their productions
budget supplied by SAHA.

- What are SAHA’s curatorial aims with respect to the exhibition
techniques? How does it aim to contribute to Turkey’s art and culture
industry at this junction?

SAHA does not organize projects based on exhibition techniques itself,
it rather supports the maturation of new curators through the support it
provides for curatorial education programs.

SAHA's first international cooperation project was started with Independent
Curators Intemational (ICl) for the programs they prepare. Under the

rubric of the cooperation that is planned to last for three years, costs of
enrollment for three young curators invited to ICI's education programs
from Turkey were covered by SAHA. The cooperation of SAHA with that
respected international institution with 35 years of experience led to the
establishment of 'SAHA Research Grant’ that curators who took part in the
ICI education programs can apply for.

SAHA also communicates with museums worldwide for special internship
programs. In the near future, by way of cooperations that we are going to
keep establishing, we plan to encourage curators to work and improve
themselves in international museums.

- Contemporary art has many different types. Performance art, for
instance, does not attract a lot of interest in Turkey. Do you have any
special projects pertaining to these fields?

SAHA aims to support the realization of projects that witness our times,
question it, and interact with different cultures and societies; and the
works of artists, curators and critics working along these lines. SAHA



Cevdet Erek'in dOCUMENTA (13)'te gerceklestirdigi ‘Room of Rhythms’ adli ses
yerlestirmesi, Kassel’deki biiyiik bir magazanmn bir katinda yer aliyor.
Cevdet Erek’'in dOCUMENTA (13)te gerceklestirdigi ‘Room of Rhythms’ adli ses
yerlestirmesi, Kassel'deki biiytik bir magazann bir katinda yer aliyor.

made known its interest in performance art by supporting an artist partaking
in the Performa 11 Biennial, realized in New York last November, with a
performance. The education program attended by the curator invited to
‘Curatorial Intensive’ -organized by ICI simultaneously with Performa 11-
concentrated on performance art as well,

-Does SAHA work on artist residency projects? Or would it consider
supporting curator and critic-oriented residencies as well as artist
residencies?

Yes, SAHA plans to support various artist, curator and critic residency
programs. In continuous communication with various international institutions
regarding collaborations in that direction, SAHA aims the consequential
cooperations to be long-winded. In the curatorial field, the collaboration with
ICI presents the first concrete development in that direction.

Communicating as well with international publishing institutions to support art
critics, SAHA strives to realize various collaborations for short programs and
internships abroad.

Furthermore, SAHA undertakes the accommodation of foreign curators
invited to international exhibitions and projects and willing to do research on
contemporary art in Turkey. For artists admitted to the Curatorial Research
Program, counseling on Turkish art is provided, and the organization of their
potential travels in Turkey is supported. As the first part of the program,
Jessica Morgan, Daskalopoulos Curator of Tate Modermn, was invited.

-Who comprises the advisory committee, and what is the procedure
for choosing the artists to be supported?

The advisory committee is elected every year, and plays a major role in
choosing the art projects and educational programs that the institution

is going to create resources for. Current members of the committee are
Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev, Fulya Erdemci and Jessica Morgan. Yet as

| previously mentioned, it is not a committee that does ‘artist selection’.
SAHA accepts applications coming directly from other institutions. It
supports projects that are invited or accepted to partake in the activities,
like exhibitions, educational programs and conferences organized by the
said institutions. Before being presented to the administrative board, the
applications are evaluated by the general secreteriat. When it is deemed
necessary, the advisory committee is contacted. The latter supports

the evaluation process with their professional opinion, by evaluating the

applying institution, and the exhibition organized through artistic criteria, and
in terms of organization, the compatibility of the budget with the goals, the
area of influence etc.

- Does SAHA get involved in topics like the allocation of funds to artists
or curators in Turkey? Would it consider coming up with a different
project that concerns those issues?

SAHA's raison d'etre is reinforcing the international existence and
prominence of Turkish contemporary art. Along those lines, the institution
strives to develop collaborations with international art institutions; and the
creation of resources for the projects of artists, curators, authors and critics
that work in these fields. Within the scope of this mission, we are going

1o keep coming up with new projects, and developing new programs and
collaborations.

SAHA also takes up a supporting, facilitatory role for the strengthening of
the relations of Turkish artists with international exhibitions and programs. By
dint of the support it provides, SAHA aims to aid the international institutions
in inviting manier artists from Turkey, and allocating a bigger budget for the
production costs of the Turkish artists they invite.

- What sorts of activities are planned for the forthcoming term?

SAHA most recently supported the participation of Turkey in the 2nd Mardin
Biennial. What is more, we are meeting the production costs of the artist
invited from Turkey to the 53. October Salon, to take place soon in Belgrad.
Our institution is also supporting the participation costs of the artist invited
from Turkey to the Creative Time Summit, scheduled to take place in New
York in October.

SAHA sustains communication with various interational museums and
educational institutions with the aim of establishing long-term collaborations.
It aims to devise various artist and curator residency programs,
collaborations, and author support programs in the near future.





