
Celebrating its 12th year, SAHA fosters learning, collaboration and production opportunities for
artists, curators, and arts writers from Turkey. Since 2011, SAHA has supported projects by more
than 550 artists, curators, and art writers in 200 different non-profit institutions, such as museums,
biennials, and art institutes in 46 countries and throughout Turkey. You can analyze SAHA's
projects and programs at Graph Commons – SAHA, a collaborative platform for mapping and
publishing data-networks for organizations to transform their data into interactive maps and
untangle complex relations that impact them and their communities. 

* You can review Graph Commons – SAHA: 
https://graphcommons.com/h/saha
 
You can download our 2022 Annual Report:
https://www.saha.org.tr/files/c780708a-fe03-4fa0-bdbb-794f5e1c5083/SAHA_rapor_2022final.pdf
 
You can watch SAHA Talks and short videos of SAHA Studio artists on our YouTube account:
https://www.youtube.com/@saha_istanbul 
 

How to apply
International non-profit art institutions may apply SAHA for the funding of exhibition or publication
projects of artists and curators invited from Turkey. Applications can be accepted until 6
months prior to the date of the exhibition opening or project launch, and SAHA's grant scheme
prioritizes production costs of new artworks. 

New Projects

Gözde İlkin, Nil Yalter | 4th Autostrada Biennale | Prizren, Kosovo
Curated by Övül Ö.Durmuşoğlu and Joanna Warsza for the second time, the 4th Autostrada
Biennale takes place between 7 July – 9 September 2023 in Pristhina, Prizren and Mitrovica.
SAHA has recently organized a research trip to the region during the opening period of the
biennial for the artists of the SAHA Studio. All Images Will Disappear, One Day is an exhibition
about what makes and unmakes us, what entangles and disentangles us from ourselves,
about freedoms beyond choices, imaginaries that flow despite and across borders. In this edition,
SAHA supports Nil Yalter and Gözde İlkin’s projects in various venues, respectively; I AM (1992),
Companion Plants, Entrusted Stones. 

Seda Hepsev | Quartz Studio, Turin, Italy
Quartz Studio presents Seda Hepsev’s first solo exhibition in Italy, titled Rose Related. Curated
by Caterina Fondelli, the exhibition is on view between 12 September – 14 October 2023. Seda
Hepsev is aiming to create an alternative space based on Hilda Doolittle’s poem The Garden.
While The Garden is considered a classic example of Imagism, a poetic movement that
emphasizes the use of sharp and clear imagery, it also subverts the stereotypical representation
of femininity and female fragility by displacing dominant patriarchal myths. The poem is brimming
with encoded images that metaphorically reconstruct female imagery and representation.

Selin Davasse | Steirischer Herbst, Graz, Austria 
Curated by Ekaterina Degot, Humans and Demons, the 56th edition of Steirischer Herbst
Festival, turns to character-based storytelling to show how people deal with the demons
surrounding them, held 21 September – 15 October 2023. Neither heroes nor villains, its
protagonists resemble the charismatic rogues of the picaresque novel—an early modern form that
fits a city flaunting a premodern topography. Selin Davasse’s new performance Toastmistress is
a commissioned cabaret show about art world ethics as a part of the new Herbst Cabaret series.
The artist adopts the role of a diseuse—a professional reciter, usually accompanied by music—
and raises her glass to the biennial, the second home for the art world and a workplace for artists.
The performance questions institutional structures and criticizes their role, just like cabaret did
throughout the 20th century.
 

Buşra Tunç, Kerem Ozan Bayraktar | Tokyo Biennale, Japan 
SAHA supports Büşra Tunç and Kerem Ozan Bayraktar’s new project at the fall session of
Tokyo Biennale, held between 23 September – 5 November 2023. Directed by Masato
Nakamura and Min Nishihara, Create Linkage aims to capture the “linkages” between us and
our surroundings. Places, time, people, microorganisms, plants, events, objects, information—we
live in a world in which all things are intricately interrelated and ever-changing. Buşra Tunç and
Kerem Ozan Bayraktar participate in this edition with a multimedia installation which examines
the elements of the urban ecosystem through the lens of garden aesthetics. The urban
environment consists of unique forms of living and non-living beings, matter, information, energy
resources and waste, and their symbiotic relationship, some of which is unintentional and not
designed for human use.

Collaborations for Residency and Curatorial Programs
SAHA continues to collaborate with studio and residency programs abroad while running its own
studio and curatorial programs in Istanbul at SAHA Studio and SAHA Residency. SAHA plans to
host five artists from Turkey and three curators from Greece and Israel in Istanbul in partnership
with ARTWORKS and Artis.
 
Artist Eda Gecikmez was in the International Studio and Curatorial Program (ISCP) in
Brooklyn, New York between March and May 2023. Artist Berkay Tuncay completed his six-week
residency between April and May 2023 at the Delfina Foundation, focusing on cultural heritage
and communication in correspondence with British Museum curators. Between April and May
2023, curator Deniz Kırkalı was invited to the Berlin-based Slavs and Tatars Residency, where
she worked with the collective on the Costumes and Collapse program and the project entitled
SLURS. Artist Zeynep Kayan has been at the Rijksakademie van Beeldende Kunsten in
Amsterdam for two years since September 2022.
 
As per the new collaboration with the Antwerp-based MORPHO, artist Nihan Somay is selected
from among 45 applications to participate in the residency between August and September 2023.
Somay plans to work on the anthology of artist publications, revisiting her own books published
since 2014 while exploring The Book Lovers Collection at M HKA Museum of Contemporary Art.

Together at the Threshold - Artists, Curators | Nesin Art Village | Şirince,
Turkey
SAHA provides grants for 10 artists and curators from earthquake-affected regions to participate
in the summer camp held on 17 – 23 July 2023 in Nesin Art Village, supported also by SAHA
Sustainability Fund throughout the year 2023. Together at the Threshold - Artists, Curators aims
to provide time and space so that young artists and curators can work together and learn from
each other, open communication opportunities for sustainable relationships and discuss issues in
the field together. To support participants in developing their projects, exhibitions and applications
for grants and residencies, curators Çelenk Bafra of SAHA, Ezgi Bakçay, Bige Örer of Istanbul
Biennial, Öykü Özsoy of Istanbul Modern, and SAHA Studio resident artist Evrim Kavcar in
collaboration with Elif Öner will give lectures and run workshops coordinated by Işın Önol.

CIMAM Annual Conference, Buenos Aires, Argentina
As one of the institutional supporters of International Committee for Museums and Collections of
Modern Art, CIMAM since 2022, SAHA also provides travel grants for two curators from Turkey at
CIMAM’s 2023 Annual Conference titled "The Co-Creative Museum: Social Agency, Ethics, and
Heritage" between 9 – 11 November 2023 hosted by the Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

Ongoing Projects

Alper Aydın | Ordu, Turkey
SAHA supports the book of Alper Aydın, an alumnus of SAHA Studio, published for his solo
exhibition titled Fata Morgana. Spreading over an area of approximately hundred hectares in Ordu
on the Black Sea coast of Turkey, the distances between the works do not only create a
perception specific to the works, but also allow the audience to explore the territory and feel the
atmosphere. In this respect, besides being a phenomenon to witness, the exhibition focuses on a
direct expression of the dialogue of nature, the sea, the volcanic rocks and the history of the
region with the works. Fata Morgana - the widest solo exhibition in open air - in Turkey held
between 20 June – 20 August 2023 in relation to land in the art history of Turkey-aims to provide
a deep and spiritualized experience through the narration of a truth about our existence.

Hera Büyüktaşcıyan | Tate St Ives, Cornwall, United Kingdom
As part of SAHA's collaboration with Tate St Ives since 2020, Hera Büyüktaşcıyan joined Tate St
Ives' residency program in November 2022. Curated by Tate St Ives director Anne Barlow and
associate curator Giles Jackson, the exhibition Earthbound Whisperers is on view between 27
May – 15 October 2023.  Büyüktaşcıyan’s installation explores parallels between these mythical
women who were petrified as punishment for singing and dancing on the Sabbath and the female
workforces of St Ives textile factories in the mid-twentieth century. Büyüktaşcıyan references
social and environmental histories of Cornwall in her use of textile, graphite, sound and upright
forms. Her sculpted fabric forms embody lithic surfaces concealed within the drapes and folds,
symbolic of archaeological strata and imaginary landscapes. Considering human traces evident
within nature, Earthbound Whisperers vocalises histories hidden deep within landscapes and
politics of invisibility and erasure. Recently a parallel version of the installation was shown at the
14th Gwangju Biennale.

Leman Sevda Darıcıoğlu | Barenzwinger, Berlin, Germany
SAHA supports Leman Sevda Darıcıoğlu’s project at Barenzwinger, 26 May – 6 August
2023. Curated by Malte Pieper and Maja Smoszna, the artist will perform a new performance
titled Fire, everywhere on 6 August 2023. Heart Beats is dedicated to the artistic research of the
two performance artists Leman Sevda Darıcıoğlu and Martin Toloku. Inspired by their personal
experiences and cultural references, they deal with the physicality of grief and trauma in their
works. In the exhibition they examine the phenomenon of physical endurance in borderline
situations and its transgressive dimension, for example as an element of communal rituals.
 

Nasan Tur | Berlinische Galerie, Berlin, Germany
Nasan Tur deals with the political and social conditions of our time. His works are experimental
arrangements that make ideologies, social norms and patterns of behavior visible and expand
them with options for individual action. SAHA provides publication support for Nasan Tur's solo
exhibition at Berlinische Galerie between 26 May 2023 –  4 January 2024. New works have
been created for the exhibition in the Berlinische Galerie that deal with questions of the exercise
of power and its legitimacy. Why do humans kill? What violence is in us and how and under what
circumstances is it activated? By arranging the works in space, Tur creates images that express
an ambivalent attitude towards life and death. They range from the confrontation with one's own
inner demons to questioning hunters about the act of killing to the careful staging of lifeless
animals in space.

Kıymet Daştan | Beirut Art Center, Lebanon
Kıymet Daştan is invited to the collective exhibition titled A return of the sun, held at Beirut Art
Center, 18 May – 16 September 2023. The exhibition challenges given forms of violence in our
environments and how to recognise/see/sense them. How we account for these delayed effects
so they don’t remain an omnipresent agent of destruction and loss of life? Who can bear witness
to these temporal and spatial calamities and how do we deploy this insight into present and future
conditions. Daştan’s Oblivion Stone Series takes as its starting point the often non-visible
precious minerals found in digital media that have become infrastructural in storing our memories
and data. Consisting of custom made brass assemblags that carry molded rocks and crystals, the
whole installation is constructed solely by heat.

Gülsün Karamustafa | Kunsthalle Wien, Austria 
SAHA supports Gülsün Karamustafa’s project Crime Scene at Kunsthalle Wien, 20 April 2023
– 28 January 2024. The focus of the exhibition No Feeling Is Final. The Skopje Solidarity
Collection presents the collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art Skopje, its genesis and
the historical and political context in which such an unusual project was possible. After Skopje
(then in Yugoslavia) was devastated by a severe earthquake in 1963, a massive reconstruction
program began, with large-scale participation from other countries as a gesture of
solidarity. Kunsthalle Wien has invited four artists and an artist duo to work with the
collection: Brook Andrew, Yane Calovski & Hristina Ivanoska, Siniša Ilić, Iman
Issa and Gülsün Karamustafa. What they have in common is a special approach to the stories
of art and society, which they read anew and subject to revision. Each of the invited artists has
selected works from the collection and developed a form of presentation in which historical art
appears in dialogue with their contemporary practice.

Köken Ergun | Martin Gropius Bau, Berlin, Germany and Henie Onstad
Kunstsenter, Hovikodden, Norway
SAHA provides support for Köken Ergun’s project China, Beijing,I  love You! in Martin Gropius
Bau, 6 April – 13 August 2023. Curated by Natasha Ginwala and Bonaventure Soh Bejeng
Ndikung with Michelangelo Corsaro, the exhibition is titled Indigo Waves and Other Stories: Re-
navigating the Afrasian Sea and Notions of Diaspora. Ergun participates in the exhibition with a
new, discursive work around the Indian Ocean as a sequel to his work about China’s global
expansion by way of its Belt and Road Initiative. 
Ergun also participates in New Visions 2023 at Henie Onstad Kunstsenter in Norway, 13 April
– 17 September 2023. Curated by Susanne Ostby Saether, Inga Lace and Reem Shadid, the
triennial is dedicated to recent developments in experimental, camera-based art. In this second
edition, the show has an emphasis on artists and works relating to Eastern Europe and the Middle
East which are characterized by extractive economies or suffer from histories of colonial
extraction. In collaboration with Sasha Azanova, Ergun present a newly commissioned work
centered on the Polar Silk Road, its relation to Norway, and the melting of Arctic ice. 

SAHA Sustainability Fund 2023
In Fall 2023, SAHA will make a new open call for the SAHA Sustainability Fund to prioritize
independent art initiatives in the earthquake-affected regions and/or collectives that conduct
projects in these regions. This fund was created to contribute to the development of independent
non-profit art initiatives and to encourage the sustainability of their public programs and
events. Through a local open call in Fall 2022 for the Sustainability Fund, SAHA provides support
for a total of 16 projects: 8 independent art initiatives and 8 new publications projects by artists
and curators from 7 different cities in Turkey.

Garp Sessions, Çanakkale
Loading, Diyarbakır
Merkezkaç, Diyarbakır
Kültürhane, Mersin
Çıplak Ayaklar Kumpanyası, İstanbul
Performistanbul, İstanbul
Monitor, İzmir
Nesin İstasyon, İzmir
 
Sanatı ve Şeyleri Queer'lemek | Queer Art Program, Ankara
Labor of Her Hand Light of Her Eye | Melike Taşçıoğlu Vaughan & Maury Vaughan, Eskişehir
The Motley Jitters | Arzu Yayıntaş, Güneş Terkol, Sevil Tunaboylu, İstanbul
Marmara | Asu Aksoy, Kerem Ozan Bayraktar, Aslı Uludağ, İstanbul
Taklak | Dilşad Aladağ, İstanbul
Oil, Water, Vitrine: Unreliable Narration in Visual Arts and the Written Word | Çağla Özbek,
İstanbul
Surface Phenomena | Ali Taptık, İstanbul
Pedestrians on the Stoney Bridge | Sarp Keskiner, Açık Stüdyo, İzmir
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